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UNLOCK MODE IN SOURCE
SYNCHRONOUS RECEIVERS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to digital data communica-
tions and, more specifically, to a system for receiving a data
stream that is source synchronous with a received clock.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Most digital circuits employ some sort of clocking circuit
to generate a series of clock pulses that activate latches
throughout the circuit. When a clock pulse is asserted, a latch
is enabled to acquire and store a data value from a logic unit.
By asserting clock pulses periodically, data values are able to
propagate through the circuit in an orderly manner, thereby
ensuring that any given data unit is correctly paired with a
corresponding data unit at the beginning of a logical opera-
tion.

Some clock signals are received by circuits that employ
phase locked loops (PLLs) that sense when a given clock
pulse is slightly out of phase with sequential pulses in a clock
signal and correct a pulse when such an out of phase relation-
ship is detected. Thus, a slight delay in a received clock pulse
will not interfere with the normal timing of operations in a
synchronous circuit.

A source synchronous data communications system is one
in which a data signal and a corresponding clock signal have
been generated from the same original frequency generator
and both are transmitted somewhere else. The receiver
employs the clock signal to determine when the data on the
data signal may be sampled. However, as data transmission
speeds increase or the two signal travel through different
circuits and for different lengths of transmission media, phase
deviations between the clock signal and the data signal
develop so that if the receiver relies only on the clock signal,
the receiver may not sample data from the data signal at the
correct time. These phase deviations may result from several
phenomena, including changes in operating temperature,
transmission line effects and differences in the frequency
response of different circuit elements in the path of the data
signal and the clock signal.

To overcome the effect of such phase deviations, some
source synchronous systems employ a phase locked loop in
which feedback regarding the received data signal is used to
adjust the phase of the clock signal to ensure that data sam-
pling occurs at the correct time. Such systems sample the data
and provide phase feedback continuously. This is not strictly
necessary when the received data is coming from a source
synchronous transmitter, nor is it entirely beneficial for cer-
tain types of transmitted data patterns. For example, if a data
stream includes a long chain of 0’s or 1’s, the phase locked
loop may drift out of lock anyway and start choosing incorrect
phase alignments. Also, in cases where short “010” or “101”
pattern pulses are runted, i.e., the leading edge of the pulse is
late and the trailing edge is early, the runt data patterns can be
missed by the receiver completely as the phase locked loop
adjustment drifts over time, or the runt pulse can even through
the loop out of phase alignment.

Continuously running phase locked loop systems also have
the disadvantage of consuming excess power and generating
excess heat during steady state operation. This is because
once the phase of the clock signal has been aligned with the
phase of the data signal in a source synchronous system, the
clock signal will normally remain aligned unless some sort of
perturbation occurs in the system and, thus, there is no need to
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continue providing feedback during normal operation. This
disadvantage increases in importance as circuit density
increases.

Therefore, there is a need for phase locked loop system in
which the feedback system operates only during selected
periods necessary to align the clock signal with the data
signal.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The disadvantages of the prior art are overcome by the
present invention which, in one aspect, is a phase locked loop
that generates an output corresponding to a source synchro-
nous input and an input link clock signal. A phase locking
feedback system receives the source synchronous input and
an input link clock signal and detects phase deviations
between the output and the source synchronous input. The
phase locking feedback system also adjusts an adjusted clock
signal based on the phase deviations thereby causing the
phase locking feedback system to generate the output so that
the output has a steady phase relationship with the source
synchronous input. A first mechanism causes the phase lock-
ing feedback system not to track phase deviations between the
output and the source synchronous input upon occurrence of
a first predefined event, thereby maintaining the adjusted
clock signal at a current state.

In another aspect, the invention is an apparatus for deseri-
alizing a serial data stream from a source synchronous system
that also generates an input link clock signal. A deserializer,
responsive to the serial data stream and an adjusted clock
signal that has an adjusted clock signal period, generates a
stream of parallel data samples corresponding to the serial
data stream. The deserializer also generates a receiver func-
tional clock signal so that the receiver functional clock signal
is indicative of when each of the parallel data samples is valid.
The receiver functional clock signal has a period that is a
predetermined multiple of the adjusted clock signal period.
The deserializer also generates a stream of edge samples
indicative of a corresponding plurality of value transitions of
the parallel data samples. A phase rotator, thatis responsive to
a shift clock signal and to the input link clock signal from the
source synchronous system, generates the adjusted clock sig-
nal so that the adjusted clock signal corresponds to the input
link clock signal shifted by an amount of time and in a direc-
tion indicated by the shift clock signal. A phase detector, that
is responsive to the parallel data samples and the edge
samples, generates the shift clock signal so as to indicate the
amount of time and the direction that the adjusted clock signal
must be shifted from the input link clock signal so that the
parallel data samples accurately correspond to the input serial
data stream. The phase detector is configured to generate a
fixed value of the shift clock signal upon an occurrence of a
first predefined event.

Inyetanother aspect, the invention is a method of operating
a deserialzer that deserializes a serial data stream into a par-
allel data stream, in which a parallel data stream correspond-
ing to the serial data stream based on the adjusted clock signal
is generated. A phase shift direction and amount of the
adjusted clock signal necessary to align the adjusted clock
signal with the serial data stream based on the parallel data
stream is detected. The adjusted clock signal is adjusted by
the phase shift direction and amount. When the parallel data
stream is in phase with the serial data stream is detected. Once
the parallel data stream is in phase with the serial data stream,
the adjusting of the adjusted clock signal ceases.

These and other aspects of the invention will become
apparent from the following description of the preferred
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embodiments taken in conjunction with the following draw-
ings. As would be obvious to one skilled in the art, many
variations and modifications of the invention may be effected
without departing from the spirit and scope of the novel
concepts of the disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES OF
THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a representative embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a deserializing system.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart showing a method of operating a
source synchronous receiving system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

A preferred embodiment of the invention is now described
in detail. Referring to the drawings, like numbers indicate like
parts throughout the views. As used in the description herein
and throughout the claims, the following terms take the mean-
ings explicitly associated herein, unless the context clearly
dictates otherwise: the meaning of “a,” “an,” and “the”
includes plural reference, the meaning of “in” includes “in”
and “on”

As shown in FIG. 1, in one embodiment a phase locked
loop 100 includes a source synchronous phase locking system
110 and a phase locking feedback control system 120. The
source synchronous phase locking system 110 receives a
source synchronous input 112 from a data source and gener-
ates an output 114 corresponding to the input 112. The phase
locking feedback control system 120 receives a source syn-
chronous input link clock signal 122 (typically from the same
unit creating the data source) corresponding to the input 112
and samples the output 114. Based on the sampling of the
output 114, the phase locking feedback control system 120
detects phase deviations between the output 114 and the input
112.

Based on the detected phase deviations, the phase locking
feedback control system 120 generates an adjusted clock
signal 124 that is a phase-shifted copy of the input link clock
signal 122. The adjusted clock signal 124 is used by the phase
locking system 110 to time sample the input 112 to generate
the output 114. Under normal operation conditions, the input
link clock 122 has a steady period; therefore, the phase lock-
ing feedback control system 120 will converge on a steady
state amount. Thus, the locking feedback control system 120
will generate adjusted link clock 124 indicative of the amount
and direction that the input link clock 122 is shifted—vector
that will remain constant once the phase locking system 110
has achieved lock. Once the system reaches this steady state,
a locking cut-off mechanism 126 causes the phase locking
feedback control system 120 not to track phase deviations
between the output 114 and the input 112.

In one embodiment, a test data pattern (for example,
“101010101010 . . . ) is initially sent as the input 112 to the
phase locking feedback control system 120. The test data
pattern may be chosen to have a transition each cycle to allow
the phase locking feedback control system 120 to lock
quickly. Once the phase locking feedback control system 120
has locked onto the test data pattern, indicating that the output
114 is in a steady phase relationship with the input 112, the
system ceases to track phase deviations and transmission of
normal data begins.

Environmental factors, such as temperature change and
supply voltage drift, can cause a phase shift in the system over
time. To correct for such a phase shift, the locking cut-off
mechanism 126 could be configured to reactivate phase track-
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ing by the locking control system 120 on a periodic basis to
ensure that the output 114 is a correct data stream. Also,
detection of an out-of-phase relationship between the output
data stream 114 and the input 112 could trigger phase tracking
reactivation. Also, the triggering event could include receipt
of a predefined data pattern.

As shown in FIG. 2, one embodiment is an apparatus 200
for deserializing a serial data stream from a source synchro-
nous system, which sends an input serial data stream and an
input link clock signal. In this embodiment, a serial data
stream running at a high rate of speed is converted it into a
parallel data stream running at a lower speed. This embodi-
ment is sometimes called the ‘Des’ part of ‘SerDes,” or a
“serializer-deserializer.

The input serial data stream is initially amplified with a
preamplifier 240, which generates an amplified serial data
stream. A deserializer 210 samples the amplified serial data
stream according to impulses of an adjusted clock signal
(which includes a phase adjusted “I” clock signal component
and a phase adjusted “Q” clock signal component) and con-
verts the amplified serial data stream into corresponding par-
allel data samples. The deserializer 210 also generates edge
samples, indicative of when it perceives the occurrence of the
edge transitions of the data samples, and a receiver functional
clock signal that may be used by the recipient of the data
samples to determine when the data samples are valid. Typi-
cally, the receiver functional clock signal has a period that is
a predetermined multiple of the adjusted clock signal period
corresponding to the number of serial data bits used to make
a parallel data packet.

A phase detector 230 detects a phase difference between
the parallel data samples and the edge samples. Based on the
phase difference, it generates a shift clock signal that indi-
cates the amount of time and the direction that the adjusted
clock signal must be shifted from the input link clock signal
so that the parallel data samples accurately correspond to the
input serial data stream. Once the data samples and the edge
samples indicate that the amplified serial data stream is being
sampled with the correct timing, the phase detector generates
a fixed value of the shift clock signal.

A phase rotator 220 receives the shift clock signal and the
input link clock signal from the source synchronous system.
The phase rotator 220 generates the adjusted clock signal
(including the phase adjusted “I” clock signal component and
a phase adjusted “Q” clock signal component) so that the
adjusted clock signal corresponds to the input link clock
signal shifted by an amount of time and in a direction indi-
cated that causes the deserializer 210 to generate data samples
at the correct time. The adjusted “I” clock (or “in-phase™)
clock signal is typically used for generating data samples and
the adjusted “Q” clock (or “quadrature”) clock signal is typi-
cally used for generating edge samples.

The deserializer 210 takes samples of the amplified data
stream to create a running stream of data and edge samples.
These samples are used by the phase detector 230 to decide
whether or not the phase adjusted clocks are properly aligned
with the input serial data stream. The phase adjusted clocks
are copies of the input link clock, but can be shifted in time as
by the phase rotator 220 directed by the phase detector 230 so
that they can be aligned in time with the input serial data
stream. In this embodiment, the phase rotator 220 creates two
clocks from the input link clock, which are called the phase
adjusted ‘I’ clock (in-phase) and the phase adjusted ‘Q’ clock
(quadrature), and shifts them in time earlier or later as com-
manded by the phase detector 230. The deserializer 210 uses
the I-clock to create data samples and the Q-clock to create
edge samples of the amplified serial data stream. Once the
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data and clocks are aligned the receiver loop is locked and
delivers good data in the form of the data samples to any
downstream units using the parallel data samples.

When the data and clock are not aligned properly the infor-
mation contained in the data and edge samples can be used by
the phase detector 230 to decide whether the clocks should be
shifted earlier(‘left’) or later(‘right”) by the phase rotator 220
relative to the data stream. Eventually, the proper alignment
will be achieved and thus the loop will be in the locked
condition. Once the loop is locked, the data samples are
presumed to be good and the downstream unit can process
them. Also, once the loop is locked the edge samples are no
longer necessary.

It is assumed that the input serial data stream and the input
link clock are run at the same frequency and are thus a source
synchronous pair of signals. This means that this phase
locked loop does not need to track a frequency drift caused by
local crystal tolerances, but only must achieve phase lock
initially to deserialize the input data stream correctly. Once
the receiver has achieved phase lock, the loop no longer needs
to be closed. The loop can be ‘opened’ or ‘unlocked’ and the
system will still deserialize the data correctly. Therefore,
some elements of the feedback loop (including the deserial-
izer, phase detector, and phase rotator) can be allowed to
unlock yet the receiver will still deserialize the input data
correctly and produce good output data samples to the final
destination for long periods of time.

This feature of source synchronous links can be used for
two purposes: (1) saving power—the phase detector 230 can
be completely shut off, and also the circuits associated with
creating the edge samples in the deserializer 210 can be shut
off. Also, inside of the phase rotator 220 the circuits associ-
ated with the Q clock can be shut off, since that clock is only
used for taking edge samples. So quite a bit of power savings
can be achieved by shutting down the circuits that are used by
the receiver to achieve lock, but that are no longer needed
once that locked condition is achieved; (2) special pattern
training—if the complexity of the input data stream is such
that having the loop constantly tracking would cause unac-
ceptable drift between the clock and data, the unlock mode
can allow filtering of'this effect from the system. The receiver
loop could be intentionally locked only when a special train-
ing pattern is being sent and then after the training pattern is
complete, the loop could be opened. This could be useful in a
data link where there is a likelihood of receiving runt pulses.
Runt pulses, which are shrunken in time, can be missed by
some deserializers because the leading edge of the pulse is too
late and the trailing edge of the pulse is too early. Using a
clock pattern to train the link and then unlocking the receiver
loop would allow these runt pulses to be detected consistently,
because the special clock pattern would be centered in the
data stream with the special pattern. Another example is a data
stream that doesn’t change very often; in this case, it may not
be desirable to have a loop track try to track this data because
the loop might get lost since the data is not changing very
often. Therefore, it may be better to lock the loop with a
special training pattern that has lots of transitions and then
unlock the loop later when the slowly changing data is
received. Thus, this embodiment takes advantage of the fact
that a source synchronous receiver loop can operate for long
periods of time without needing to be completely locked.

The mechanics of closing and opening the loop can be
handled in any number of simple ways. The system could
sense when the loop achieves lock by checking the output of
the phase detector 230 and noticing that it has not issued any
shift clocks right/left commands for a certain amount of time.
Then the system would know that the loop has achieved lock
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and can open the loop and shut down the circuits that are not
needed any more. Or the system could have a control bit sent
from the transmitter that indicates when the input data stream
is starting or finishing and this could control whether or not
the receiver loop is open or closed. The system could also
employ a circuit to sense when temperature or voltage has
drifted enough such that the proper alignment of clock and
data has become a concern and it needs to close the receiver
loop for a while to make sure it is tracking the data correctly.

If the system uses a multi-bit link, it could turn on one bit
lane at a time to make sure power usage is spread out evenly.
For example, a system employing a 16-bit link could avoid a
power surge by turning on one of the 16 receiver loops at a
time and spread the power usage out over time to cut down on
the surge and eliminate noise.

In operation, as shown in FIG. 3, the system initially sends
a test data stream 310 to the deserializer. If the parallel data
samples indicate that a clock shift is required 312, then the
system determines the direction of the shift 314 (either a right
shift 316 or a left shift 318) and a shift amount 320 and then
generates the shift clock indication 322. If the lock has been
achieved 324, then the system enters a normal operation mode
330; otherwise, it continues to send the test data stream 310.

In the normal operation mode 330, the system determines
if an event that would cause the data to be readjusted has
occurred 332 and, if not, the shift clock indication will be
maintained at its current value 334, the system will enter
unlock mode and will process normal data 336.

The above described embodiments, while including the
preferred embodiment and the best mode of the invention
known to the inventor at the time of filing, are given as
illustrative examples only. It will be readily appreciated that
many deviations may be made from the specific embodiments
disclosed in this specification without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention. Accordingly, the scope of the
invention is to be determined by the claims below rather than
being limited to the specifically described embodiments
above.

What is claimed is:

1. A phase locked loop that generates an output corre-
sponding to a source synchronous input and an input link
clock signal, comprising:

a. a phase locking feedback system that receives the source
synchronous input and an input link clock signal, the
phase locking feedback system configured to detect
phase deviations between the output and the source syn-
chronous input and to adjust an adjusted clock signal
based on the phase deviations thereby causing the phase
locking feedback system to generate the output so that
the output has a steady phase relationship with the
source synchronous input; and

b. a first mechanism that causes the phase locking feedback
system not to track phase deviations between the output
and the source synchronous input upon occurrence of a
first predefined event, thereby maintaining the adjusted
clock signal at a constant state.

2. The phase locked loop of claim 1, wherein the first
predefined event comprises a detection that the output has a
steady phase relationship with the input.

3. The phase locked loop of claim 1, further comprising a
second mechanism that causes the phase locking feedback
system to track phase deviations between the output and the
input upon occurrence of a second predefined event.

4. The phase locked loop of claim 3, wherein the second
predefined event comprises a detection that the output is in an
out-of-phase relationship with the input.
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5. The phase locked loop of claim 3, wherein the second
predefined event comprises a detection that a predetermined
period has passed since the first predefined event.

6. An apparatus for deserializing a serial data stream from
a source synchronous system having a corresponding input
link clock signal, comprising:

a. a deserializer, responsive to the serial data stream and an
adjusted clock signal that has an adjusted clock signal
period, that generates a stream of parallel data samples
corresponding to the serial data stream and that also
generates a receiver functional clock signal so that the
receiver functional clock signal is indicative of when
each of the parallel data samples is valid, the receiver
functional clock signal having a period that is a prede-
termined multiple of the adjusted clock signal period,
the deserializer also generating a stream of edge samples
indicative of a corresponding plurality of value transi-
tions of the parallel data samples;

b. a phase rotator, responsive to a shift clock signal and to
the input link clock signal from the source synchronous
system, that generates the adjusted clock signal so that
the adjusted clock signal corresponds to the input link
clock signal shifted by an amount of time and in a direc-
tion indicated by the shift clock signal; and

c. a phase detector, responsive to the parallel data samples
and the edge samples, that generates the shift clock
signal so as to indicate the amount of time and the
direction that the adjusted clock signal must be shifted
from the input link clock signal so that the parallel data
samples accurately correspond to the input serial data
stream, the phase detector configured to generate a fixed
value of the shift clock signal upon an occurrence of a
first predefined event.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the first predefined
event comprises a detection that the shift clock signal is
stable.

8. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the phase detector is
further configured to generate a changeable value of the shift
clock signal upon an occurrence of a second predefined event.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the second predefined
event comprises an expiration of a predetermined period of
time.

10. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the second pre-
defined event comprises an abnormal operation detection.

11. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the adjusted clock
signal comprises:

a. a phase adjusted in-phase clock signal; and

b. a phase adjusted quadrature clock signal.

12. The apparatus of claim 6, further comprising a pream-
plifier that amplifies the serial data stream and transmits an
amplified serial data stream to the deserializer.

13. A method of operating a deserialzer that deserializes a
serial data stream into a parallel data stream, comprising the
actions of:

a. generating a parallel data stream corresponding to the

serial data stream based on an adjusted clock signal;

b. detecting a phase shift direction and amount of the
adjusted clock signal necessary to align the adjusted
clock signal with the serial data stream based on the
parallel data stream;

c. adjusting the adjusted clock signal by the phase shift
direction and amount;

d. detecting when the parallel data stream is in phase with
the serial data stream; and

e. ceasing to adjust the adjusted clock signal once the
parallel data stream is in phase with the serial data
stream;

f. after the action of ceasing to adjust the adjusted clock
signal, detecting a predefined event;
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g. after detecting the predefined event,

i. detecting a phase shift direction and amount of the
adjusted clock signal necessary to align the adjusted
clock signal with the serial data stream based on the
parallel data stream;

ii. adjusting the adjusted clock signal by the phase shift
direction and amount; and

h. ceasing to adjust the adjusted clock signal when the
parallel data stream is in phase with the serial data
stream.

wherein the predefined event comprises an expiration of a
predetermined amount of time since the action of ceas-
ing to adjust the adjusted clock signal.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the action of detecting

a phase shift direction and adjusting the amount of the
adjusted clock signal occurs during a period in which a test
data pattern is received as the serial data stream.

15. The method of claim 13, further comprising the action
of'adjusting an input link clock signal to generate the adjusted
clock signal, the input link clock signal corresponding to a
timing element of the serial data stream.

16. The method of claim 13, wherein the action of detecting
a phase shift direction and amount comprises comparing at
least one data sample to at least one edge sample from the
parallel data stream.

17. The method of claim 13, wherein the adjusted clock
signal includes a phase adjusted in-phase clock signal and a
phase adjusted quadrature clock signal.

18. A method of operating a deserialzer that deserializes a
serial data stream into a parallel data stream, comprising the
actions of:

a. generating a parallel data stream corresponding to the

serial data stream based on an adjusted clock signal;

b. detecting a phase shift direction and amount of the
adjusted clock signal necessary to align the adjusted
clock signal with the serial data stream based on the
parallel data stream;

c. adjusting the adjusted clock signal by the phase shift
direction and amount;

d. detecting when the parallel data stream is in phase with
the serial data stream; and

e. ceasing to adjust the adjusted clock signal once the
parallel data stream is in phase with the serial data
stream;

f. after the action of ceasing to adjust the adjusted clock
signal, detecting a predefined event;

g. after detecting the predefined event,

i. detecting a phase shift direction and amount of the
adjusted clock signal necessary to align the adjusted
clock signal with the serial data stream based on the
parallel data stream;

ii. adjusting the adjusted clock signal by the phase shift
direction and amount; and

h. ceasing to adjust the adjusted clock signal when the
parallel data stream is in phase with the serial data
stream,

wherein the predefined event comprises a detection that the
parallel data stream is out of phase with the serial data
stream.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the predefined event
comprises an expiration of a predetermined amount of time
since the action of ceasing to adjust the adjusted clock signal.

20. The method of claim 18, wherein the adjusted clock
signal includes a phase adjusted in-phase clock signal and a
phase adjusted quadrature clock signal.
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