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METHOD FOR MOBILE TO INFORM BASE
STATION OF ADDITONAL GPS
CAPABILITIES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to mobile telephony and,
more specifically, to a two-channel CDMA mobile telephone
system.

2. Background of the Invention

Mobile telephones employ several different communica-
tion standards. One contemporary mobile device standard is
referred to as “3GPP2,” which employs “code division mul-
tiple access (CDMA) technology. CDMA is a signal process-
ing technology employing spread-spectrum communica-
tions. CDMA does not assign a specific frequency to each
communication, but rather uses the full available spectrum
with communications encoded in digital sequences. Some
CDMA-capable mobile devices employ the ability to com-
municate simultaneously via two separate channels via two
separate transceivers.

The emergency dispatch system allows telephone users to
contact an emergency dispatch center by dialing an emer-
gency number. (The standard emergency number in the
United States is “9-1-1.") Once a 9-1-1 call is received, the
emergency dispatch center locates the caller and dispatches
the appropriate responder (e.g., police department or fire
department) to the location of the call. Locating the caller is
easy when the call originates from a fixed land line, as the
calling telephone is always at fixed location stored in a data-
base that is accessible to the emergency dispatch center. How-
ever, locating the caller is more difficult when the call origi-
nates from mobile telephone, as the mobile telephone is
generally not at a fixed location. One method of locating a
mobile telephone is to triangulate the general location of the
mobile telephone by calculating the signal return time from
several different cellular telephone towers. This method does
not provide a precise result due to inherent limitations in the
distance measurement capabilities of the cellular system.

Some cellular telephones include a global positioning sys-
tem (GPS) circuit that is used to make a precise determination
of location using GPS satellite information. Typically, when a
GPS-capable system initiates a call, it first triangulates the
general location from the cellular towers that it is communi-
cating with. Then it receives information of a cellular network
position determination entity (PDE) regarding the nearest
GPS satellites from which it may receive position data. The
system then acquires GPS location data from the satellites
and transmits the data to the PDE, which calculates and stores
the precise location of the mobile device.

Typically, this is done by suspending transmission on the
communications channel of the communications channel
while the location is being determined. In some systems, the
mobile device switches between voice communication and
satellite communication in alternating two second blocks.
This results in a poor experience for the parties participating
in a conversation. A preferred response quality (PRQ) period
is set by the PDE and corresponds to the amount of time that
the mobile device has to acquire GPS location data and trans-
mit the data to the PDE. A longer PRQ results in a more
precise location determination. However, a longer PRQ also
results in degraded communications signal quality, as trans-
mission on communications signal bandwidth is suspended
during the GPS data acquisition process. To limit communi-
cations degradation, the PRQ is currently limited to 16 sec-
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onds in most standards. However, such a limited PRQ may not
be sufficient to provide a precise location of the mobile
device.

In GPS sessions on 3GPP2 networks, most phones use
time-multiplexed GPS searches to look for satellites. This
leaves gaps in the audio and provides a poor user experience.
Because of this, one mobile service provider has set the tim-
eout for the mobile to report GPS measurements to 16 sec-
onds. In the past, this setting was 32 seconds or longer, but it
was reduced to minimize user complaints about audio gaps.
Some new CDMA phones contain two receive chains, and
allow simultaneous searches of GPS and CDMA. However,
the network element responsible for sending the GPS search
parameters to the mobile device typically does not know the
mobile’s capabilities so it can tune the parameters accord-
ingly.

Therefore, there is a need for a mobile communications
system that allows an extended PRQ without degrading the
quality of communications transmitted over the system.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The disadvantages of the prior art are overcome by the
present invention which, in one aspect, is a method of con-
figuring a mobile communication between a position deter-
mination entity and a mobile device. As part of the method, an
indication that the mobile device has an ability to perform a
positioning system search simultaneously with a communi-
cation is sent to the position determination entity. A preferred
response quality indicator is set to a state that will allow the
mobile device an extended period to provide to a location of
the mobile device to the position determination entity when
the mobile device has the ability to perform a positioning
system search simultaneously with a communication.

In another aspect, the invention is a method of indicating a
position of a mobile device to a communications network, in
which a call is initiated by the mobile device to the commu-
nications network. A request is received from the communi-
cations network for an indication of whether the mobile
device has a capability to execute more than one communi-
cation simultaneously. The indication of whether the mobile
device has a capability to execute more than one communi-
cation simultaneously is transmitted to the communications
network. If the mobile device indicates that it has a capability
to execute more than one communication simultaneously,
then an extended period for the mobile device to provide
location information to the communications network is set. If
the mobile device does not indicate that it has a capability to
execute more than one communication simultaneously, then a
standard period for the mobile device to provide location
information to the communications network is set.

In yet another aspect, the invention is a method of config-
uring a mobile communication between a position determi-
nation entity and a mobile device. An indication as to whether
the mobile device has a two channel capability is received
from the mobile device. If the mobile device has a two chan-
nel capability, then a preferred response quality indicator is
set to a value that allows an extended period for the mobile
device to provide global positioning system location infor-
mation to the position determination entity. If the mobile
device does not have a two channel capability, then the pre-
ferred response quality indicator is set to a value that does not
allow an extended period for the mobile device to provide
global positioning system location information to the position
determination entity.

These and other aspects of the invention will become
apparent from the following description of the preferred
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embodiments taken in conjunction with the following draw-
ings. As would be obvious to one skilled in the art, many
variations and modifications of the invention may be effected
without departing from the spirit and scope of the novel
concepts of the disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES OF
THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 s a schematic diagram of a mobile communications
network.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a mobile communications
device.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart showing a method of providing
mobile communications device capability information to a
mobile communications network.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

A preferred embodiment of the invention is now described
in detail. Referring to the drawings, like numbers indicate like
parts throughout the views. As used in the description herein
and throughout the claims, the following terms take the mean-
ings explicitly associated herein, unless the context clearly
dictates otherwise: the meaning of “a,” “an,” and “the”
includes plural reference, the meaning of “in” includes “in”
and “on”

As shown in FIG. 1, in one embodiment of a mobile com-
munication system 100, a mobile device 110 (e.g., a CDMA-
capable mobile telephone) that includes global positioning
circuitry 112 receives positioning input from one or more
global positioning satellites 102. The mobile device 110 com-
municates with one or more cellular towers 126, each of
which is in communication with a cellular network 124. A
position determining entity (PDE) 120 communicates with
the mobile device 110 through the cellular network 124. The
PDE 120 maintains a preferred response quality (PRQ) indi-
cator 122 (which could be a single bit in one embodiment)
associated with the mobile device 110 that indicates the
amount of time allowed for the mobile device 110 to acquire
location data and transmit it to the PDE 120.

In communicating with the cellular network 124, the
mobile device 110 initiates a call to the cellular network 124
and sends an indicator of whether it is capable of communi-
cating over two separate communications channels simulta-
neously. If the mobile device 110 is capable of simultaneous
communication, the PDE 120 will set the PRQ indicator 122
to a state that indicates an extended PRQ will be allowed. In
one embodiment, the PDE 120 will transmit to the mobile
device 110 an indication of whether it has an extended PRQ.

Inlocating the mobile device 110, the PDE 120 determines
an initial approximation of the location of the mobile device
110 by measuring signal transit time from the cellular towers
126 to the mobile device 110 and back. In the 3GPP2 stan-
dard, the mobile device 110 measures the time difference of
arrival of the various signals from the cellular towers and
reports the time differences to the PDE 120. The PDE 120
triangulates the measurements (represented by arcs 128) and
then, based on the approximate location of the mobile device
110, sends the mobile device 110 information indicating
which satellites 102 the global positioning circuitry 112 is to
acquire positioning data from in order to determine a precise
location for the mobile device 110. The mobile device 110
then communicates the positioning data to the PDE 120,
which then calculates the precise location of the mobile
device 110.
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A typical mobile device 110 that could take advantage ofan
extended PRQ), as shown in FIG. 2, could include a processor
210 in communication with a cellular or wireless transmitter/
receiver unit 216 that is coupled to a first antenna 220. The
processor 210 is also in communication with a positioning
system receiver 218 that is coupled to a second antenna 222.
The processor 210 can also transmit data and audio to and
from a user interface 212. A memory 216 stores data for use
by the processor 210 and includes a GPS acquisition capabil-
ity field 214 that stores information about whether the mobile
device 110 is capable of communicating over two channels
simultaneously.

In one embodiment of a method 300 of communicating
with a cellular network, as shown in FIG. 3, when a call is
initiated by a mobile device 310, the PDE requests the capa-
bilities of the mobile device 312 regarding the ability to
communicate simultaneously via two separate channels. The
mobile device transmits a capabilities message 314 that
includes a bit that indicates whether the mobile device is
capable of simultaneous communication. The PDE deter-
mines the value of the simultaneous capability bit 316 and if
the mobile device does not have the capability of simulta-
neous communications, the PDE will set the PRQ to a non-
extended period 318 (e.g., 16 seconds). On the other hand, if
the mobile device is capable of simultaneous communica-
tions, then the PDE will set the PRQ to an extended period
320 (e.g., 32 seconds).

When the mobile device is capable of performing simulta-
neous communications, it will set a bit in the GPS Acquisition
Capability field indicating its ability to do simultaneous GPS
searches. In response, the PDE will increase the PRQ setting
to allow the phone to search longer, since the audio would not
be disrupted. The GPS Acquisition Capability field on certain
current mobile devices has reserved bits that could be used for
this.

There is no way for the PDE to know that the mobile will
not be tuning away from CDMA, so it currently has to use a
worst-case setting for PRQ. With the knowledge that the
mobile is capable of simultaneous operation, the PDE will set
PRQ to a longer value for simultaneous phones, allowing
them to get better fixes in poor and indoor conditions.

The above described embodiments, while including the
preferred embodiment and the best mode of the invention
known to the inventor at the time of filing, are given as
illustrative examples only. It will be readily appreciated that
many deviations may be made from the specific embodiments
disclosed in this specification without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention. Accordingly, the scope of the
invention is to be determined by the claims below rather than
being limited to the specifically described embodiments
above.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of configuring a mobile communication
between a position determination entity and a mobile device,
comprising the steps of:

a. indicating to the position determination entity that the
mobile device has an ability to perform a satellite-based
global positioning system search simultaneously with a
telephone communication; and

b. setting a preferred response quality indicator to a first
state that will allow the mobile device an extended
period to provide location data about the mobile device
to the position determination entity when the mobile
device has the ability to perform a global positioning
system search simultaneously with a telephone commu-
nication and setting the preferred response quality indi-
cator to a second state that will not allow the mobile
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device an extended period to provide location data about
the mobile device to the position determination entity
when the mobile device does not have the ability to
perform a global positioning system search simulta-
neously with a telephone communication.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the indicating step
comprises the step of setting a simultaneous communication
bit in a positioning system acquisition capability field.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the positioning system
acquisition capability field is stored in the mobile device and
further comprising the step of transmitting the positioning
system acquisition capability field to the position determina-
tion entity.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the indicating step is
executed when the mobile device includes a capability to
communicate over more than one channel simultaneously.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising the step of
employing a code division multiple access communications
technology.

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising the step of
sending communications over a first communications chan-
nel and receiving positioning system location data over a
second communications channel.

7. A method of indicating a position of a mobile device to
a communications network, comprising the steps of:

a. initiating a call by the mobile device to the communica-

tions network;

b. receiving a request from the communications network
for an indication of capabilities of the mobile device;

c. transmitting to the communications network an indica-
tion of whether the mobile device has a capability to
execute a satellite-based global positioning system
search simultaneously with a telephone communication;

d. if the mobile device indicates that it has a capability to
execute a satellite-based global positioning system
search simultaneously with a telephone communication,
then setting an extended period for the mobile device to
provide location information to the communications
network; and

e. if the mobile device does not indicate that it has a capa-
bility to execute a satellite-based global positioning sys-
tem search simultaneously with a telephone communi-
cation, then setting a standard period for the mobile
device to provide location information to the communi-
cations network.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the step of transmitting
to the communications network the indication of whether the
mobile device has a capability to execute more than one
communication simultaneously comprises the step of trans-
mitting a GPS acquisition capability field to the communica-
tions network.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of
setting a simultaneous communication bit in a positioning
system acquisition capability field.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the positioning system
acquisition capability field is stored in the mobile device.

11. The method of claim 7, wherein the step of transmitting
to the communications network comprises the step of trans-
mitting to a position determination entity.
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12. The method of claim 7, wherein the step of setting an
extended period for the mobile device to provide location
information comprises transmitting a preferred response
quality indicator to the mobile device that has a value that
corresponds to an extended period.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the indicating step is
executed when the mobile device includes a capability to
communicate over more than one channel simultaneously.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising the step of
employing a code division multiple access communications
technology.

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising the step of
sending communications over a first communications chan-
nel and receiving positioning system location data over a
second communications channel.

16. A method of configuring a mobile communication
between a position determination entity and a mobile device,
comprising the steps of:

a. receiving at the position determination entity from the
mobile device an indication as to whether the mobile
device has a simultaneous two channel capability;

b. if the mobile device has a simultaneous two channel
capability, then setting at the position determination
entity a preferred response quality indicator to a value
that allows an extended period for the mobile device to
provide a global positioning system-acquired location to
the position determination entity; and

c. if the mobile device does not have a simultaneous two
channel capability, then setting at the position determi-
nation entity the preferred response quality indicator to
a value that does not allow an extended period for the
mobile device to provide the global positioning system-
acquired location to the position determination entity.

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising the step of
sending audio communications over a first communications
channel and receiving positioning system location data over a
second communications channel.

18. The method of claim 16, further comprising the steps
of:

a. receiving at the position determination entity, from the

mobile device, approximate location data;

b. transmitting from the position determination entity, to
the mobile device, positioning system satellite search
window information, indicating a search window that
the mobile device is to search for at least one positioning
system satellite;

c. receiving at the position determination entity, from the
mobile device, satellite signal measurement data; and

d. at the position determination entity calculating and stor-
ing a location for the mobile device based on the satellite
signal measurement data.

19. The method of claim 16, wherein the step of receiving
from the mobile device an indication as to whether the mobile
device has a simultaneous two channel capability comprises
receiving at the position determination entity a GPS acquisi-
tion capability field from the mobile device, in which the GPS
acquisition capability field includes a bit that indicates simul-
taneous two channel capability when set.
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